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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as provided below. 

1 (currently amended). A spring fastener comprising: a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity b e tw ee n th e first sid e and th e- se cond sid e, 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, tho first sidoeogqmsing first barbs having first front ends, and 

a first engagement sprin g, th e first e ngagement spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs having second front 
ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, th e s e cond- e ngngomont spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo - ond-in th e vicinity of th e 
top portion, each spring also comprising a peak and an a substantially flat engagement region 
with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak in the vicinity of the peak, the 
hindrance portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on 
said hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a 
width, and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the 
distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
rippl e, said rippl e pr o vid es i ncreas e d r e moval force, whon th e fastener is pull e d by an e xt e nsion 
of a first part e ngag e d to the firot and s econd barbs, aft e r th e fast e n e r has be e n ins e rt e d into -a s lot 
of q second part, tho slot having a plot width and e dges on which edges a ripplo of &p hindfaaee 
portion is ongagod thereby providing the e ngag e ment region io engaged, th e increas e d r e moval 
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force, being due to tho hindrance portion, and wherein the fasten e r can bfr-eartractod when puJJod 
by th e e xtension without damage to acrid faotener . 

2 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the depth of the ripple is 
smaller than 0.2 mm. 

3 (currently amended). A spring festener as defined in claim l t wherein the 
hindrance portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depression, the depression 
having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a width, and the hindrance portion has a 
surface, comprises not more than three ripple s, and wher e in tho depth of each ripple is the 
diatono e b e tw e en tho surfaoo-of the hindranc e portion and th e d ee post part-of tho roopoctivo 
npple. 

4 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11 fastener has been 
made of a material having a thickness, and wherein the depth of the ripple is smaller than said 
thickness, 

5 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1 [[1]], wherein the 
hindrance portion comprises only one ripple. 

6 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the ripple 
width is larger than the depth of the ripple. 
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depression having a deepest part, a back side substantially lacking a front side, and a width, the 



7 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the ripple width is at least 
twice the size of the depth of the ripple. 

8 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 6, wherein the ripple width is in the 
range of 0.1 to 0.5 mm and the ripple depth is in the range of 0.01 to 0. 1 mm. 

9 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the back side has a slope 
in the range of 15 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 

10 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the front side has a 
higher slope than the back side. 

1 1 (previously presented). A spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, a bottom portion wherein the 
first side and the second side are connected, and a top portion, the first side comprising first 
barbs having first front ends, and a first engagement spring, the first engagement spring 
connected to the first side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising 
second barbs having second front ends, and a second engagement spring, the second engagement 
spring connected to the second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and 
second engagement springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top portion* each spring also 
comprising a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance portion between the free end and 
the peak, the hindrance portion comprising only one ripple having the form of a depression, the 
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ripplo provides increas e d r e moval foroo, when th e fast e n e r is pull e d by an e xt e nsion of c first 
p ort - ongaged to th e first and second barbs, aft e r th e- fa s tener has - boen - inserted into a slot of a 
sooond potts th e 3lot having a slot width and e dg e s - on which edges a ripple of the hindrance 
portion is - engaged th e r e by providing, th e incr e as e d removal force, and wh e r e in th e fast e ner can 
b e e xtracted whon pullod by the ext e nsion without damag e to said fast e n e r 

34 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein the depth of the 
ripple is smaller than 0J2 mm. 

35 (currently amended). An assembly as defined in claim 33, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depressio n, the depression having a 
doopoot part, a front - side, a back sid e and a width, - and - th e -hindranco portion has a surface, 
c ompris e s not mor e than throe ripples, and wherein the depth of e aoh ripple is th e distance 
between th e surfac e of th e hindranco portion and the d ee p e st part of th e r e sp e ctiv e rippl e. 

36 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 33, wherein the hindrance portion 
comprises only one ripple. 

37 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 36, wherein the back side has a 
slope in the range of 1 5 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 

38 (previously presented). An assembly of a first part, the first part comprising an 
extension and a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
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32 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1 , further comprising 
a relief opening in the vicinity of the bottom of the spring fastener. 

33 (currently amended). An assembly of a first part, the first part comprising an 
extension and a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity b e tween tho first side and tho cocond side, - in which cavity the rib of the 
first part is di s posed, 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, the first side comprising first barbs having first front ends, and 

a first engagement sprin g, tho first engagement spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs, the first and second 
barbs engaging fhe extension of the first part, second front ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, th e s e cond engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and second engagement springs having a 
free end in the vicinity of the top portion, 

each spring also comprising a peak and a substantially flat engagement region with a 
hindrance portion b e twe e n tho froo ond and tho poak in the vicinity of tho poolc, th e hindrance 
portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on said 
hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a width, 
and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the distance 
between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective ripple, said 
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depression having a deepest part, a back side substantially lacking a front side, and a width, the 
hindrance portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of the ripple is the distance 
between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the ripple, said ripple 
providing increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension of a first part 
engaged to the first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot of a second 
part, the slot having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is engaged, 
the increased removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the fastener can be 
extracted when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 

12 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the back side has the 
form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 

13 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, wherein the gradually decreasing 
slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range of 0.03 - 
0.05 mm. 

14 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the barbs 
are selected from a group consisting essentially of: 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outaide outer barbs and s e cond borbq being inside outer barbs-; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 
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